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“ ~ AT ANOTHER'POINTrDULLES'SAID" IT WAS "A "TERRIBLY HARD THINff TO ' 
DISPROVE“ THAT SOMEONE WAS A SECRET, AGENT. BUT IF HE WERE, DULIfS 
SAID* THE MAN WHO RECRUITED HIM WOULD REFUSE TO DISCUDSE HIS IDENTITY 
UNDER OATH AND MIGHT EVEN KEEP IT FROM HIS SUPERIOR,* 

"I WOULD TELL THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITD STATES ANYTHING, YES, I 
AM UNDER HIS CONTROL. HE IS MY BOSS. I WOULDN'T NECESSARILY TELL 
ANYBODY ELSE. UNLESS THE PRESIDENT AUTHORIZED ME TO DO IT," HE SAID. 

A FEW MOMENTS LATER- HE ADDED; "WHAT I WAS GETTING AT, I THINK 
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, I THINK MR< HOOVER WOULD SAY CERTAINLY HE • 
DIDN’T HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THIS FELLOW." ; 

■ DURING THE 3 1/2-HOUR MEETING , J. LEE RANKIN, THE COMMISSION 'S 
GENERAL COUNSEL, SAID?, PART. OF THE DIFFICULTY IN TRYING TO QUESTION ^ 
FBI AUTHORITIES ABOUT WHAT THE AGENCY DID rIN DALLAS AFTER THE NOV, 

22, 1963 , ^ASSASSINATION. WAS THAT "THEY .HAVE NO PROBLEM," v/c.>f^- . 

RANKIN ADVISED YHEi COMMISSION ;THEY:H DECIDED THAI IT'IS. OSWALD 



i U€GU:rOt iU«i> , 

: HS$A/rHE MEMBERS KSEE fffiDiT&' AGREELWITH RUSSELL ’S':’OBSERVATION :tHA?rK''OF.«4S 
COURSE, WMCA»i;GET AN£AFFIDAVITCFROM MR HOOVER AND ■PUT.ilTliim THIS; Slgt. 
RECORD ANDfGO? bN ' AND^AGT. ONvfTHATlS BUT IFiWE i DID N'T GO- ANY FURTHER * 

THAN THATtl^tHERE STrLLfWOUlD BEjTHOUSANDS 'OF DOUBTING THOMASES WHO #. 
WOULD . .. wAll n Ic< -T n ,*T- .TD V «Tn . -•-j.-i 
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IN HIS -BOOK.- AND IN«AN INTERVIEW, WEIS8ERG SAID THE GOWMISSlOt 
SO INTIMIDATED BY HOOVER 'S '^ POWER THAT IT 'SETTLED FOR PRO FORMA 
DENIALS FROM HOOVERSAND MCCONE- INSTEAD OFTRYING TO GET INDEPENDENTLY ' 
TO THE SOURCE OF THE, UNDERCOVER AGENT RUMOR WHILE, ALSO QUESTIONING 
FBI AUTHORITIES ' ■ ■ . 

HE ACCUSED RANKIN OF’ENGINEERING A COVER-UP OF WHAT THE TRANSCRIPT 
QUOTED RANKIN AS CALUNG A "DIRTY RUMOR". THAT "MUST BE WIPED OUT 
INSOFAR AS IT -IS POSSIBLE 'TO.,DO SO BY THIS COMMISSION," 

JIM LESAR, A WASHINGTON LAWYER WHO HELPED WEISBERG,WITH-THE BOOKy■^^:<l: 
SAID THE COMMISSION WAS "caught; IN THE SITUATION WHERE THE ONLY 
INVESTIGATORS THEY HAD WERE THOSE OF THE FEDERAL AGENCIES THEMSELVES, 
WHTCH PUT THEM IN THE POSITION OF INVESTIGATING THEMSELVES, 
"CONSEQUENTLY, NO REAL INVESTIGATION WAS MADE," LESAR SAID. 

RANKIN, REACHED BY TELEPHONE IN NEW YORK, DECLINED COMMENT. HE ' 

SAID HE HAD NO "INDEPENDENT RECOLLECTION" OF THE MATTER WITHOUT 
CHECKING HIS VOLUMINOUS FILES. 

DULLES, RUSSELL, BOGGS AND EARL WARREN, THEN CHIEF JUSTICE AND THE 
“commission CHAIRMAN, ARE DEAD . 

• ADV FOR AMS THURS NOV 28 OR THEREAFTER 
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